
 
     
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON MEETING 
HELD AT 5.30PM, ON 

TUESDAY, 23 FEBRUARY 2021 
VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM 

 
Present:  
 

Parish Cllr Keith Lievesley 
 
Councillor Irene Walsh 
 
Parish Cllr Margaret Long 
Parish Cllr Alyson Willans 
Parish Cllr Anne Perkins 
Parish Cllr Catherine Lee 
Parish Cllr Chris Burbage 
Parish Cllr Henry Clark 
Parish Cllr Jason Merrill 
Parish Cllr June Bull 
Parish Cllr Phillip Thompson 
Parish Cllr Richard Clarke 
Parish Cllr Vince Moon 
Parish Cllr Susie Lucas 
Parish Cllr Neil Boyce 
 
Richard Astle 
Matt Oliver 
David Beauchamp 
Philippa Turvey 

 
 
Acting Chair for this meeting only  
Ufford Parish Council 
Cabinet Member for Communities (not chairing) 
 
Thorney Parish Council 
Thorney Parish Council 
Ailsworth Parish Council 
Bretton Parish Council 
Bretton Parish Council 
Peakirk Parish Council 
Bretton Parish Council 
Orton Longueville Parish Council 
Deeping Gate Parish Council 

Wansford Parish Council 

Werrington Neighbourhood Council 

Bainton and Ashton Parish Council 
Castor Parish Council 
 
Chair, Langdyke Countryside Trust (LCT) 
Head of Think Communities 
Democratic Services Officer 
Democratic and Constitutional Services Manager 

 
 
The Democratic Services Officer opened the meeting, noting that Cllr Walsh had sent her 
apologies and that Parish Cllr Lievesley had offered to take the Chair for this meeting. There were 
no objections to this proposal and Parish Cllr Lievesley therefore took the Chair.  
 
6. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
 Apologies for late arrival were received from Councillor Walsh, Parish Cllr June Bull, Parish 

Cllr Susie Lucas and Parish Councillor Neil Boyce.  
 
Apologies for Absence were received from Diane Templeton (Clerk, Deeping Gate Parish 
Council).  
 
It was noted that Parish Councillor Phillip Thompson would need to leave the meeting at 
7.15pm.  
 

7.  MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD ON 

 

26 February 2020 – Parish Council Liaison 
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The Minutes of the Parish Council Liaison Meeting held on 26 February 2020 were agreed 

as a true and accurate record. 
 

26 November 2020 – Extraordinary Parish Council Liaison 

 

The Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Liaison Meeting held on 26 November 

2020 were agreed as a true and accurate record.  
 

8. RESPONSE TO COVID-19 (HUB UPDATES) 

 

The Head of Think Communities (HoTC) gave an update on the response to the COVID-

19 pandemic. Presentation slides may be found in Appendix 1.   

 

The Parish Council Liaison meeting debated the report and in summary, key points raised 

and responses to questions included: 

 

 Over 95% of the over-70s had been vaccinated and the vaccination programme 

was now moving on to the over-65s. Members praised the programme's progress. 

 Members expressed concern over the impact of the media’s portrayal of the 

efficacy of the AstraZeneca vs. the Pfizer vaccine. The Head of Think Communities 

responded that there was currently insufficient evidence to compare the 

effectiveness of the two vaccines. Officers were keen to ensure all available 

information was on a single website and it was hoped that the NHS would provide 

the appropriate content. Leaflet and poster campaigns were being considered. 

 Members commented that the AstraZeneca vaccine was highly effective  

 People with long-term health conditions had already been offered a vaccine 

alongside the elderly.  

 The HoTC did not have information on the progress of the delivery of second 

vaccine doses. It was known however that Cambridgeshire's vaccination 

programme was performing well compared with the rest of the country.  

 It was noted that people who had received a first dose through the national NHS 

system would have been assigned a date for their second jab. This was not the 

case for those booking via GPs.  

 
ACTIONS AGREED 

 

1. The Head of Think Communities to share web information on vaccination and 

Community Grants in Peterborough with Parish Councillors.  

 

Councillor Walsh joined the meeting at this point but did not take the Chair. 

 
9.  JOHN CLARE COUNTRYSIDE PROJECT 

 

The Chair of the Langdyke Countryside Trust (LCT) delivered a presentation on the John 

Clare Countryside Project. Presentation slides may be found in Appendix 2. 

 

 Orton Longueville Parish Council was considering producing a Biodiversity Action 

Plan. It was agreed that Chair of the LCT would send Parish Councillor June Bull 

examples of Biodiversity Action Plans produced elsewhere.  

 The LCT did not have the capacity to take forward schemes; they needed to be led 

by parishes. 

 The Cabinet Member had mentioned the John Clare Countryside Project at 

Cabinet. People would be impressed by the community-led approach. This tied in 

well with the Think Communities approach mentioned in the next agenda item.   
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 Parish Councillor Neil Boyce commented that he would be happy to assist Bretton 

Parish Council with formulating environmental projects. The countryside to the 

west of Peterborough had a significant role to play and people from both urban and 

rural areas should be encouraged to enjoy it.  

 It was noted that John Clare country had cultural and heritage significance, e.g., 

stately homes and medieval churches. Heritage trails from urban areas could be 

considered.  
  
10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETERBOROUGH TOGETHER 

 

The Head of Think Communities (HoTC) delivered a Presentation on Peterborough 

Together and the next steps for the Think Communities Programme.  

 

The Parish Council Liaison meeting debated the report and in summary, key points raised 

and responses to questions included: 

 

 The Cabinet Member commented that she had just attended a meeting of city 

leaders to discuss the COVID-19 pandemic. The Think Communities approach had 

built up stronger partnerships to tackle the pandemic. It was important to develop 

the relationship between partners and residents.  

 Members commented that the relationship between parishes and the Council 

needed to improve. Feedback was provided on some issues by the Council but not 

others.  

 Members suggested that while the presentation delivered by the HoTC was 

positive, there needed to be clarity on what parishes could do in practice. The John 

Clare Countryside Project and Good Neighbours Scheme were positive as they 

provided a focus for the community and enabled parishes to work together. The 

relationship needed to be two-way; with the City Council contributing ideas as well 

as parishes.  

 Members suggested that parish councils should consider producing a five-year 

plan, as Barnack had done.  

 Members commented that Asset Based Community Development (ABCD) was 

effective at including people and developing an action plan was a good idea.  

Officers needed to be aware the community groups were already active and new 

initiatives needed to complement them, not alienate them.  

 The HoTC thanked members for their comments and agreed that the Council could 

take an active role in developing suggestions for local schemes. The ultimate 

aspiration was to understand individual areas so that the appropriate Council 

officers could be identified and a passion generated in the Council for these areas 

of the City. The Council was requesting the help of parishes to generate a place-

based approach within the organisation. 

 Some Members commented that they had not received feedback on their 

completed parish profiles for Community Connectors and highlighted the 

importance of two way communication between parishes and the City Council. 

There were many good ideas at the grass roots level and discussions took place 

at meetings such as the CAPALC Parish Forum but there was no one to 

consolidate these ideas.  

 It was agreed that the HoTC would chase up feedback to parishes on their 

completed parish profiles. It was noted that Community Connectors had competing 

priorities between ABCD and the COVID-19 response.  

 Members asked who the Community Connectors were and if one had been 

appointed to Bretton. Officers responded that there were only two connectors, and 

neither had been appointed to Bretton. The challenge was to train ABCD 

champions and work was underway to do this.   
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11.  
 

 
ACTIONS AGREED 

 

 It was agreed that the HoTC would chase up feedback to parishes on their 

completed parish profiles. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

The Cabinet Member commented that this was the last Parish Council Liaison meeting of 

this municipal year and thanked attendees for their contributions. It was yet known how 

the meeting would be taken forward in the new municipal year.  

 

It was noted the information on Peterborough City Council’s website relating to Thorney 

Parish Council was out of date. It was agreed that the Democratic Services Officer would 

update this information. 

 
ACTIONS AGREED: 

 

It was agreed that the Democratic Services Officer would update information on 

Peterborough City Council’s website relating to Thorney Parish Council. 

 
 
 

CHAIR 
 

5.30pm – 6.55pm 
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Appendix 1 – COVID Response Update PowerPoint Presentation (Item 8) 
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Appendix 2 – John Clare Countryside Project Presentation Slides (Item 9) 
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